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tended. May they view the picture 
in all its colourings, and ppiider, 
tiiiely pondtr on the pa' h they are 
piir-uing Now, the important now, 
is ihe proper tini« for reflection. 
The moment for improvement will 
soon be passed over; and surely the 
conclusion of a lite, wheiht-r spent 
in habitual excess at the board of 
intemjierance, or sufl'ered to rt-vel 
" round iu pleasure's ring," cannot 
be expected to be attended with any 
very pleasing prospect 

Sfime njiy be affended at the 
word "atheist," and such like terms, 
being applied. They may be so : 
I airi satisfied But in my view of 
the subject, characters such ^s I 
have alluded to, (and niany such I 
fear there are), are practical athe- 
ists ; and notwithstanding the cloak 
of ionnd belief some of them are 
assuming, they are fast pursuing 
the track of the most dansjerous 
kin.; of infidelity. N.S. 



For the Bflfwi Mopjhlj Magazine. 

TN the course of my reading, I liave 
■•■been lately perusing, " A View 
of tbf Natural, Political and Commer- 
cial Circumstances of Ireland, by 
Thomas Nen'enbam,Esq."— -London, 
printed t'ur Cadell and Davies, 1809. 
In this book 1 found many observations 
Vihich very highly interested me. Yet 
as I hold it necessary, in reading, not 
implicitly to adopt without discri- 
minatHtn, I ventured to dissent from 
some of his propositions, especially 
those relating to bounties on agricul- 
ture, which he strongly recom- 
mends. 1 think agriculture, like 
inanufactores, should be permitted 
to find its own level without boun- 
ties, and also without injurious re- 
striirtionR on the part of the legisla- 
ture. On this ground, I object to 
bounties, and I am more inclined to 
notice this subject, because a writer 



in your last magazine, in an article 
signed V.. set-ms partial to the |>!an 
of encouraging agriculture, and I 
thought rather hinted at a system of 
bounties. If F. only meant to ob- 
ject to all nnnecessary restrictions 
on aijrictjlture, and in particular to 
the heavv, oppressive and impolitic 
burden of tithes, I a^ree most fully 
wiih him, that the cultivator of the 
ground should bfi exempted frorq 
their banetol operation. 

But mv present business is, to enr 
dpav<iur to turn attention to this va- 
luable book, in which they who, 
read for instruction, an<l to acquire 
substantial knowledge, will find 
much to repay them for the time 
employed in reading it I especially 
reftr to the sections " on the origin, 
and progress of religious enmily in 
Ireland,^ in which, wiihaboid and 
impaitial pen, the writer ventures 
to reprehend the reciprocal errors 
of Catholics imd Protestants in Ire- 
land, and points out, in what re- 
spects both partus have been ta 
blame in the aggression of former 
days. I reconi intend the chapters on 
those subjects to the perusal of every 
siuceie friend to his coimlry, espe- 
cially to those who think that an in- 
trepid examination of former errors, 
is the best way to get rid of them, 
and 'hat thus former errors may bet 
useful as beacons to warn against 
siiuilar errors in future. I likewise 
retommend to attentive perusal, an 
inlere.sting letter given in the ap. 
pendix, from a Roman Catholic cler- 
gyman, in the diocese of Cork, ia 
which many considerations relating 
to the pay and duties of the Calho.; 
lie clergy are clearly described, ill 
a manner to convey much inior- 
mation to ttiose not yet acquaiiit- 
ed wiih 'hose details. 

I conciiive, that this book is very 
suitable for book societies. It is al- 
ready in the library of the Belfas't 
Society for promoting knowledge. 



1812.3 Dtfence of the Synod of Ulster receiving the Regium Donum. 
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Permit me to add my testimony 
id favour of those societies, as ex- 
tremely useful for promoting a taste 
for useful readiog, and more espe- 
cially necessary in the present high 
price of books, which renders ex- 
tensive reading almost a gratifica- 
tion only for the rich, if it were not 
for the aid of these highly beneficial 
establishments. 

I sijfajoin, for the information of 
your readers, and as a useful matter 
for reference, the following extract 
from this work, being 9 calculation 
of the 

Diference between the English and 
Irish measurement. 
" The Irish perch contains 21 feet, 
or 252 inches, the English 16f feet, 
or 198 inches. Consequently, the 
number of perches pomprized in the 
Irish and £ni<lish miles being the 
same, viz. 320, the former contains 
80,64.0 inches, the latter 63,360. 
The number which divides both <if 
these, is, 5,760. 80,64.()^5,760aB 
14. C3,360-5T^,760a? 1 1. Eleven Irish 
miles, theretbre, ^re equal to four- 
teen^ English miles: or, one Irish 
mile is equal to 1m 2f. 7/tP. Eng. 
lish. The square of the number of 
inches in the Iri.sh perch, viz. 252, 
is 63.504; and that of the number 
in the English perch, viz. 198, i.<! 
39,204. The number which divides 
both of these is 324- 63,504-^-324 
= l96.,39,304-r-324» J21. One hun- 
dred and twenty-one Irish acres 
are, therefore, equal to one hun- 
dred and ninety six English acres; 
or one Irish plantation acre is equal 
to I A. 2r. I9tVtP- English. Those 
who take 5 to ?, 1 1 to 18, or 6} to 
98 as the proportion of Jnsh and 
English acres, though not far from 
the truth, are evidently in error. 
To reduce Irish to English acres, 
the given number is to be multi- 
plied by 196, and the product di- 
Tided by 121, antl to reduce Englisti 



to Irish acres, the latter number is 
to be employed as the multiplier, 
and the former as the divisor. To 
ascer-tain how much a given sum, 
arising in the way of rent, from, or 
levied upon, an Irish acre, would 
amount to on an English acre, that 
sum is to be multiplied by 121, and 
th? product divided by 196, and vice 
versa. Thus 3d. per Irish acre, is 
l|||d. per English acre, 6d per 
Irish acre is 35^||d. per English acre. 
Is. per Irish acre is 7j|d per Eng- 
lish, and ^.1 per Irish acre, is 
12s. 45 jd. per English acre." 

A Reader, 

For the Belfast Monthly Magazine. 

Y^UR intelligent correspondent 
X., in weeping over a fallen 
Synod, in the 22d page of your 48th 
No., discovers more of a feeling 
heart than a clear head, with respect 
to the real state of the Presbyterian 
church. I am far' from asserting 
thai the tears which have fallen from 
him on that occasion are of the 
c»ocoDiiiAN kind. His essays, on 
oihe? subjects, in your u.seful publi- 
cation, show him to be a friend to 
the very best interests of man. My 
according heart has said amen, 
w hile my transported eye has glano. 
ed along his philanthropic and ner» 
vous piece.?, ^calculated to arouse 
prostrate man, to clear the mist from 
bis eyes, and raise him to his native 
dignity But, as no man is wise at 
all hours, so neither will the limited 
understanding of man allow bin tp 
be equally wise on all subjects. 
VVhile X.'s great mind comprehends 
with a mniute clearness the policy of 
the state, the laws of the church 
have betn evidently less studied by 
him. For, in his remarks on Sy- 
nods, he obviously labours under 3 
misguided judgment. 
Misguided, in the first place. 



